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The Role of Administrative Centralization in Spatial
Development in Libya

Abstract

The current study aims to identify the role of administrative
centralization in spatial / location development in Libya, where a
guestionnaire was designed and validated by a group of academics, and
then redesigned using Google Forms. The questionnaire was circulated
electronically on academic staff members at Libyan universities
throughout the country.

Modern means of communication such as WhatsApp, Viber, and
Facebook were intensively used to reach the largest possible number of
academic staff members at Libyan universities throughout the whole
country. The study succeeded in collecting (277) valid responses out of
(384) recommended (Krejcie & Morgan, 1970), with a response rate of
(72%). This percentage might be seen to be appropriate sample to give a
semi-realistic picture on the attitudes that academic staff members at
Libyan universities hold on the effect of administrative centralization on
spatial or location development in Libya.

One of the most important results of the study is that there is a kind of
consensus, or agreement among participants regarding the weak effect of
administrative  centralization in achieving the desired spatial
development in Libya, and this consensus or agreement was not affected
by the majority of the demographic factors such as geographical location
of academic staff, their educational qualifications, academic ranks, and
scientific specializations. The exceptions came from two demographical
factors: gender and work experience.

As for the challenges and the limitations, the study is not an
exception. The key limit of the study was the sampling issue especially
the size of the sample, the method of distribution, and the timing of
questionnaire circulation. Also, another issue encountered the current
research which is the lack of published previous research on the same
topic to be used as a research background. Finally, the study concluded
with its recommendations and implications for academics, professionals,
decision makers, and international organizations interested in Libyan
affairs.

Keywords: Administrative Centralization, Spatial Development, Libya
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