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Abstract

This qualitative, descriptive and analytic research examines a new endeavour of its kind
at the Department of English, Faculty of Education Tripoli, in which the teaching of
“Research Methods” is integrated with “Research Proposal” writing through Cooperative
Group Learning. The study aims to enhance the future of student-researcher preparation
whereby students complete an approved research proposal that enables them to accomplish
their “Graduation Project” with less time and effort. The research questions are based on a
major enquiry: what are the obstacles that student researchers face in completing a
proposal through such an integrated and cooperative group learning approach? Two
obvious questions emanate: how to confront such obstacles with the view to elevate
student researchers to teacher researchers; the advantages and disadvantages of the
integrated cooperative group learning approach. Three methods of data collection were
used: classroom observation of students’ activities; document analyses of the research
proposals produced and the problems that occur therein; (3) focus group discussions on
students’ perceptions of the new approach and the obstacles found. The results reveal
several difficulties, some of which are relevant to the new cooperative learning approach,
such as the degree of participation, use of Arabic and reliance on other students; other
difficulties relate to outcomes of the proposals, namely, weakness in academic writing,
confusion in choosing an acceptable research focus, formulating research problems,
generating research questions, writing the literature review, synthesising ideas and
selecting appropriate research methods; in short, everything to do with research from start
to end. Other issues are copyright violations and copying from previous graduation
projects. At the end, the researcher provides a number of important recommendations with
the aim to enhance student researcher skills thus creating - with the will of Allah - the
teacher researcher.
KEYWORDS:STUDENT RESEARCHER; RESEARCH METHODS; RESEARCH
PROPOSAL WRITING; THE INTEGRATIVE APPROACH; COOPERATIVE GROUP
LEARNING.
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