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Abstract

The current study aimed to analyze the content of the Montessori
educational program by identifying the basic skills (sensory, cognitive,
arithmetic and linguistic) included in the Montessori program for the first
three grades of the primary stage according to a specific standard located
within six pillars: (Library Corner - Cubes Corner - Art Expression Corner -
Perception Corner - Research and Exploration Corner - Home Corner), it also
aimed at identifying the most focused and repetitive of these skills among
students (first - second - third grade) of the primary education stage, and then
knowing the extent to which the Montessori application contributes to the
development of students' basic skills (study sample) in order to be able to
develop a proposal to develop fertile educational content for the first grades
(first-second-third) of the primary education stage, the study sample, which
numbered (30) male and female students from the first, second and third
grades of primary education, were selected whose ages ranged between (6-8)
years from Al-Ma’rifa International School. The researcher followed in the
current study the descriptive approach in two stages. During the first stage,
the content of the Montessori educational program was analyzed, which
includes the selected basic skills (sensory - arithmetic - cognitive - linguistic)
from which the student proceeds to acquire the next skills. The researcher has
identified these skills as the basis of the cognitive structure of the student at
this age and school stage. To answer the questions of the study, a set of
statistical methods were used represented in frequencies, percentage,
arithmetic mean and standard deviation, and "T" test to find out the
differences between the tabular value and the calculated value. The study
came up with important results that the most frequent and focused skills at
this age and school stage are sensory skills, then arithmetic skills, followed
by language skills, and finally cognitive skills. It was also found that there are
statistically significant differences between the calculated and tabulated “T”
value for each of the basic skills (Sensory — arithmetic - cognitive - linguistic)
in the study sample in favor of the calculated "T" value, which is a function at
the level (0.05), this indicates the contribution of the Montessori program to
the development of sensory, arithmetic, linguistic and cognitive skills of first,
second and third graders of primary education. The researcher recommends
holding training workshops for classroom teachers in the field of teaching
reading, writing and arithmetic for the first three grades of primary education
to introduce them to the Montessori approach to education, presenting and
applying practical lessons on it, and introducing classroom teachers to the
basic skills of students at this educational stage and encouraging them to
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prepare tests and activities for students that include various questions related
to the basic skills , also training and providing them with the skills as well as
directing them to the necessity of training their students on cognitive,
arithmetic, sensory and linguistic skills correctly and continuously. The
researcher also recommended that it is necessary to give students the
opportunity to use tangible materials so that learning can be meaningful away
from dictation and memorization, especially the early educational stages.
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